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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This paper presents the findings from the analysis of crime data for Wolverhampton. Forensic Pathways has been engagedlaynytoh
City Council to undertake analysis of business crime data for Wolverhanipte to the fact that there is no official definition of business
crime and the Home Office does not measure business crime, analysis has been difficult to date. Business Qime has a significant effect in
Wolverhampton and on the local economy. The financial losses incurredare difficult to estimate but they must be significant. These losses are
incurredasadirect result of crime and also because of the economic disruption to the area.

FPL specialise is advanced analytics and in order to complete this project, Forensic Pathways has been supplied with recorded crime data from
the Wolverhampton area covering crimes recorded betwd&rlanuary 2004 and®™ January 2008. A database has been built to enable this
data to be managed and analykesing techniques developed by Forensic Pathways. The database is now fully operational and available for
guerying. There is already in excess of 2 million items of information concerning crime in Wolverhai@aontents of this report include
tables,graphs and maps. Some points to consider

All dots on the map represent individual locations rather than the number of crimésss labelled otherwisd=or example, a location may
have suffered multiple crimes but on the map this will be representechasdot unless stated.

Analysis of clear up rates excludes crimes committed in 2008 as the data only goes as far as the end of January 2880&dd ithat many
of these crimes will currently not have a clear up date but may well be cleared up atmmnien the future. These were not included in the
analysis of clear up rates to avoid skewing the data.

Offences that occurred near ¢hend of 2007 may also have no clear up datd may well get cleared up at some point in the future. However,
they wereincluded in the analysis as they provide valuable insight into crime tré»elsiled analysis of clear up rates based on 2006 data
revealed that in the majority of cases, the percentage of offences that occurred in 2006 and were cleared up in 2005hvedistseould not
change the overall number by a significant amount.
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Figurel shows the Wolverhampton area with the boundary and the G1 and G2 sectors. G1 and G2 refer to the Operational Command Units
(OCU) as dmed by West Midlands Police. Wherever G1 and / or G2 are mentioned in this report, they refer to the areas defageckin

BACKGROUND INFORMATIOMHAT CRIMES AFFECT BUSINESSES?

FPL specialise in advadcdata analytics and these techniques were applied to define anddbparate those crimes that affect businesses.
¢ KS RS T ACyine§ Kedtiylg BAISihes@és AY (KA & NBLIRZ2NI AyOf dzZRSayY
wShoplifting

wBurglary

wTheft

wFraud

wMaking off Without Payent

wCriminal Damage

wRobbery

wArson

wECrime

There is an intriguing level of discussion that is continuing over the apparent inability to resolve the issue of whaskosime actually is.

FPL believes that any crime that has a negative effettond dzA Ay Saa Oly 2dzaGAFAlI6f& 6S O2yaAiARSNBR
0KS LIKNFYaS aONAYSaA FFFSOGAYy3a odzaraySaasSaé¢ KlFa 0SSy dzathaRexanfnbd® dza K 2 d:
the Home Office offenceodes and offence descriptions as well as the location where the offence occurred.
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The first step in the filtering process was to remove all crimes that are obviously not crimes affecting businessescliidegesex offences,
violent offences against thperson anddrug offences. Other offencesane then examined and processed in detail to ascertain the extent to
which they could be considered a crime affecting a businkbsrimes analysed in this report are crimes that have had a detrimental effect
upon a business. There were some crimes in the dataset that may actually have had a detrimental effect on businessesseuhizcauld

not be ascertained for definite, they have not been included in the analysis. However, this approach ensures finairthe here can be
interpreted with a high level of confidence because all crimes deinitely crimes that have affected businesses and are the absolute
statistical minimum.

MAIN FINDINGSALLCRIME@AFFECTING BUSINESSES

wCrimes affecting businessescaunt for 23% of atlecordedcrime.
wThere is a very significant levelwireportedcrime affecting businessgparticularly evidenced in the retail and petrol sectors.
wThe corrosive effects géported crime are being uncovered and will be presented.

wThe corrosive effects ainreportedcrime affecting businesses will be presented along with their impact upon business enterprise, local
economic growth and opportunity.

wAcquisitive criménvolving businesses as victims account for the majority of crirffesteng businesses 75%.
wClear up rates for crimes affecting businesses are generally very low with the exception of shoplifting.

wGeographical, Temporal and Chronological analysis has revealed particulawberasa disproportionate amourdf crime acurs and
where proactive policy making and activitpuld reduce crime

wThe retail sector is suffering from a particularly high level of crime. This includes shoplifting, burglary, criminal alzohtheé.
wAlthough recorded crime appears to be fadjj the perception of crime amongst businesses is that crime is high and rising.

wAlthough recorded crime is falling, the percentage of reported crime detected is falling even faster.
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wAnalysesand correlations of different data sets has revealed pattesingere offences of a particular type are more likely to occur at
certain times of day, on certain days of the week or at a particular time of year and in given locations.

wThere are correlations between different offences. For example, when shopliftirey bigsiness burglary falls and vice versa.

wAction to reduce bsiness crime in Wolverhampton iseeded immediately.
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Figurel: The Wolverhampton Area
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Figure2: All Crimes Affecting Business€&ver Time
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