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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This paper presents the findings from the analysis of crime data for Wolverhampton. Forensic Pathways has been engaged by Wolverhampton 

City Council to undertake analysis of business crime data for Wolverhampton. Due to the fact that there is no official definition of business 

crime and the Home Office does not measure business crime, analysis has been difficult to date. Business Crime has a significant effect in 

Wolverhampton and on the local economy. The financial losses incurred are difficult to estimate but they must be significant. These losses are 

incurred as a direct result of crime and also because of the economic disruption to the area.  

FPL specialise is advanced analytics and in order to complete this project, Forensic Pathways has been supplied with recorded crime data from 

the Wolverhampton area covering crimes recorded between 1st January 2004 and 1st January 2008. A database has been built to enable this 

data to be managed and analysed using techniques developed by Forensic Pathways. The database is now fully operational and available for 

querying. There is already in excess of 2 million items of information concerning crime in Wolverhampton. The contents of this report include 

tables, graphs and maps. Some points to consider: 

All dots on the map represent individual locations rather than the number of crimes unless labelled otherwise. For example, a location may 

have suffered multiple crimes but on the map this will be represented as one dot unless stated.  

Analysis of clear up rates excludes crimes committed in 2008 as the data only goes as far as the end of January 2008. It is assumed that many 

of these crimes will currently not have a clear up date but may well be cleared up at some point in the future. These were not included in the 

analysis of clear up rates to avoid skewing the data. 

Offences that occurred near the end of 2007 may also have no clear up date and may well get cleared up at some point in the future. However, 

they were included in the analysis as they provide valuable insight into crime trends. Detailed analysis of clear up rates based on 2006 data 

revealed that in the majority of cases, the percentage of offences that occurred in 2006 and were cleared up in 2007 was so small it would not 

change the overall number by a significant amount. 
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Figure 1 shows the Wolverhampton area with the boundary and the G1 and G2 sectors. G1 and G2 refer to the Operational Command Units 

(OCU) as defined by West Midlands Police. Wherever G1 and / or G2 are mentioned in this report, they refer to the areas detailed in Figure 1. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION ς WHAT CRIMES AFFECT BUSINESSES? 

FPL specialise in advanced data analytics and these techniques were applied to define and then separate those crimes that affect businesses. 

¢ƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άCrimes Affecting Businessesέ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎΥ 

ω Shoplifting 

ω Burglary 

ω Theft  

ω Fraud 

ω Making off Without Payment 

ω Criminal Damage  

ω Robbery 

ω Arson 

ω E-Crime 

There is an intriguing level of discussion that is continuing over the apparent inability to resolve the issue of what business crime actually is. 

FPL believes that any crime that has a negative effect on ŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ Ŏŀƴ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŀōƭȅ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŎǊƛƳŜέΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ άŎǊƛƳŜǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ hŦŦŜƴŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƛƭǘŜǊŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŀƭȅǘƛŎǎ that examined 

the Home Office offence codes and offence descriptions as well as the location where the offence occurred. 
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The first step in the filtering process was to remove all crimes that are obviously not crimes affecting businesses. These included sex offences, 

violent offences against the person and drug offences. Other offences were then examined and processed in detail to ascertain the extent to 

which they could be considered a crime affecting a business. All crimes analysed in this report are crimes that have had a detrimental effect 

upon a business. There were some crimes in the dataset that may actually have had a detrimental effect on businesses but because this could 

not be ascertained for definite, they have not been included in the analysis. However, this approach ensures that the findings here can be 

interpreted with a high level of confidence because all crimes are definitely crimes that have affected businesses and are the absolute 

statistical minimum. 

MAIN FINDINGS - ALL CRIMES AFFECTING BUSINESSES 

ω Crimes affecting businesses account for 23% of all recorded crime. 

ω There is a very significant level of unreported crime affecting businesses, particularly evidenced in the retail and petrol sectors.  

ω The corrosive effects of reported crime are being uncovered and will be presented. 

ω The corrosive effects of unreported crime affecting businesses will be presented along with their impact upon business enterprise, local 
economic growth and opportunity.  

ω Acquisitive crime involving businesses as victims account for the majority of crimes affecting businesses ς 75%.  

ω Clear up rates for crimes affecting businesses are generally very low with the exception of shoplifting.  

ω Geographical, Temporal and Chronological analysis has revealed particular areas where a disproportionate amount of crime occurs and 
where pro-active policy making and activity could reduce crime.   

ω The retail sector is suffering from a particularly high level of crime. This includes shoplifting, burglary, criminal damage and theft.  

ω Although recorded crime appears to be falling, the perception of crime amongst businesses is that crime is high and rising. 

ω Although recorded crime is falling, the percentage of reported crime detected is falling even faster.   
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ω Analyses and correlations of different data sets has revealed patterns where offences of a particular type are more likely to occur at 
certain times of day, on certain days of the week or at a particular time of year and in given locations.  

ω There are correlations between different offences. For example, when shoplifting rises, business burglary falls and vice versa. 

ω Action to reduce business crime in Wolverhampton is needed immediately. 
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Figure 1: The Wolverhampton Area 
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Figure 2: All Crimes Affecting Businesses Over Time 
 

 


